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Happiness does not lie in the possession of positive reinforcers; it lies in behaving because

positive reinforcers have then followed.
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What are the rights of a prisoner, for example? A person who has been incarcerated and then
given the things he needs to survive is being denied a very basic right. He is being destroyed as a
person by having his reinforcing contingencies stripped away. The same thing happensto those on
welfare. A humane society will, of course, help those who need help and cannot help themselves,
but it is a great mistake to help those who can help themselves. Psychotic or retarded people who
in essence earn their own living would be happier and more dignified than those who receive
their living free and are then treated punitively because in the absence of reinforcing

consequences they behave badly.Those who claim to be defending human rights are overlooking



the greatest right of all: the right to reinforcement.
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