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An operant is a class, of which a response is an instance or member. ... [I] .... Strictly

speaking, it is always instances which are counted in determining frequency, and from that

frequency the probability of a response inferred.
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Skinner used the term "operant" to describe classes that are formed by their functional
effects in given contexts. Skinner was quite clear that the form or topography of a response is

insufficient to determine its status in a functional analysis. Additionally, there is no restriction

*4 Hayes, S. C., Gifford, E. V., Wilson, K. G. Barnes-Holmes, D., & Healy, O. (2001). Derived
relational responding as learned behavior. In S.C.Hayes, D.Barnes-Holmes, & B. Roche (Eds.). .

Relational Frame Theory: A Post-Skinnerian account of human language and cognition. New
York: Kluwer Academic. (pp.21-49.)



on the size of an operant, as long as similar discriminative and consequential control can be
demonstrated over the unit constructed by the behavior analyst. Even a large unit of behavior
with widely varying topographies, such as writing a novel or driving to the beach, might be
usefully analyzed as an operant. [22 H]
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