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Operant response classes are defined by their functions and not by their topography or form.

Consider, for example, the rat's lever press. The rat may press the lever with its nose, left

paw, right paw, tail, and so forth. Such responses appear different in form, but they are all

lever presses and count as members of the same operant response class because they all share

a_common_function (i.e., they all produce the same consequences). Contingencies select the

members of operant classes and make all of the members of the class functionally equivalent.
This functional equivalence, in effect, defines operant classes.
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